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Preliminaries

The aim of this assignment is to explore time animation possibilities in GIS. 

Under the current Covid19 crisis, most countries have experienced or are experiencing a varying number of diagnosed cases among their population. The epidemic is expanding around the World at different pace depending on the countries we pay our attention to. In some instances, the epidemic arrived very early but also got under controlled very quickly. In other instances, the epidemic arrived very late but a great amount of population got infected.

Traditional mapping is not suitable to represent changing phenomena. The best way to show time-based changes is by means of animations. 

Students are confronted to tasks related to cartographic projections, scales, generalization, semiotics, interval definition, transposed tables, query tables and time animations.

Problem
A dynamic phenomenon cannot be easily represented with static maps. How to best represent the speed and the strength of the Covid19 epidemic diffusion around the World?

Objective
To design and to produce a series of animated maps to depict the expansion of Covid19 around the World.

Data
A shape file containing countries having data on Covid19 is provided. Its name is COVID_pais. Its attribute table includes number of people infected by the virus day by day, from the 1st of January 2020 until May 27th 2020. These attributes have been obtained from the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/download-todays-data-geographic-distribution-covid-19-cases-worldwide).
For mapping context purposes, layers on lakes, rivers and countries, from previous assignments, will also be used.
Recommended software: ArcGis.

Format

This assignment will be materialized in a series of animated maps published in Vimeo or in Youtube.

The URL of those animated maps will be sent to Patxi by email (patxiescobar@gmail.com).
Date
The assignment is due on the 9th June 2020.
Guidelines
Detailed guidelines including text, images, and videos are provided in the file “Practical Guide to Assignment 4.ppt”.
Theoretical content related to this assignment is included in the following file:

· Time animation.ppt
